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Radio Ham Monitors Grenada Crisis 


by Susan Gandy, Lewisville Daily Leader 


LEWISVILLE, Texas — “The airport is secure ...” 
This was 22-year-old Mark Barettella, an American 
medical student in Grenada talking through his 
amateur (ham) radio set to the U.S. State Depart- 
ment. Phil Clements and many other ham radio 
operators passed emergency messages to and from 
Grenada. 

Barettella was the State Department’s only link to the 
war situation in Grenada when U.S. troops invaded the 
small eastern Caribbean island October 25. Most of the 
phone lines were down in Grenada, so Barettella kept 
the communication link open for up to 30 or more hours 
before his evacuation, said Clements, who listened for 
almost 24 hours at his ham radio setup at his home in 
Lewisville. Clements said that he couldn’t believe how 
calm Barettella was over the radio because the school 
was under fire and Barettella was under his desk. 

Clements is the Section Manager in Northern Texas for 
the American Radio Relay League, a member organiza- 
tion for hams. He has been an Amateur Radio operator 
for 30 years and has a roomful of instruments to prove his 
dedication to the hobby. 

Continued on page 2 
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Amateur Radio operator Phil Clements, of Lewisville, Texas, monitored 
emergency communications for almost 24 hours during the Grenada 
emergency. Mark Barettella, an American medical student and ham 
radio operator on Grenada, passed many emergency messages to and 


from the small island. 
(photo by Alan Sue) 


Amateur Radio Provides National Hurricane Center 
with World-Wide Communications 


by Joel I. Kandel 


Amateur Radio operators in Dade County, Florida, 
feel a special obligation to Public Service Communica- 
tions. They have in their midst the United States National 
Hurricane Center (NHC). 

For the past few years, radio amateurs have helped the 
NHC in times of severe weather emergencies. Weather 
data collected from the area of a brewing hurricane is 
relayed to NHC meteorologists who in turn feed it into 
their computer. The computer plots a model of the hur- 
ricane’s path. 

Last August, the Dade County Amateur Radio Public 
Service Corps Planning Committee presented a com- 
plete Amateur Radio station to the National Hurricane 
Center. Dr. Neal Frank, NHC Director, accepted the 
station on behalf of all NHC personnel. With antennas 
and towers already mounted on the roof of the Hurri- 
cane Center, 200 feet above the street, the station can be 
put on theairina matter of minutes, providing NHC with 
world-wide Amateur Radio communications. Pre- 
viously, Amateur Radio operators had to bring along 
their own equipment. This wasted valuable time during 
an emergency. 

In mid-August, only two weeks after its presentation, 
this station got its baptism by providing communications 
during Hurricane Alicia. Amateur Radio communication 
was the only means of getting information in and out of 
the affected area. Weather forecasts were transmitted 
back to the Gulf Coast area from the station to keep them 
informed of the hurricane’s progress. The station was on 
the air for 24% hours. It closed down only after Hurricane 
Alicia was reduced to tropical storm status. The station 
was manned entirely by Amateur Radio operator volun- 
teers who receive no compensation for their services. 


Grenada Continued from page 1 


“It’s quite a fraternity,” he said of the amateurs around 
the world. “You’re old friends before you even meet.” 

“The FCC has third party traffic agreements with only a 
limited number of countries,” said Clements. This type 
of agreement allows ham operators to take messages 
from hams in other regions to relay to third [non- 
licensed] parties. The U.S. did not have this agreement 
with Grenada, but the FCC did allow this form of com- 
munication for about 24 hours after the invasion to pro- 
vide Americans with information on the situation in 
Grenada. The next day, FCC removed the temporary 
emergency third-party agreement between the U.S. and 
Grenada. [Ed. note: Since then a permanent third party 
agreement has been negotiated between Grenada and 
the U.S.] 
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By the second day, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) weather radio was broadcasting 
bulletins which contained the statement. “... informa- 
tion gathered through NOAA reconnaissance aircraft 
and Amateur Radio sources.’’ The Dade County radio 
amateurs thought that this statement was reward 
enough. 


Andy Clark, Julio Ripol, Joel I. Kandel, Dr. Neal Frank, NHC Director, 
and Bill Duggan work together to lend communications assistance for 
the U.S. National Hurricane Center. 


(photo by Larry Johnston) 


It is the third party agreement that allows ham oper- 
ators to help out in many emergencies across the state, 
the country and the world. 

An Amateur Radio license carries responsibilities 
along with the fun. The FCC mandates for ham radio 
operators include providing a public service, promoting 
international goodwill and providing a reservoir of 
trained operators with technical experience and facili- 
ties to help in emergencies. 

“We have discipline,” he said, “it takes a lot of disci- 
pline to get a license, to learn the Morse Code and all the 
technical material required for operation.” But he said 
that hams take “‘personal pride” in getting the job done 
and “going by the rules.” 


(Reprinted with permission from the Lewisville [TX] Daily Leader) 


Ham Radio Opens Up the World 
for Hospital Patients 


FULLERTON, Cal. — The kind of “radioactivity” that 
emits from Recreational Therapy on Friday mornings at 
St. Jude Hospital and Rehabilitation Center cannot be 
detected by a Geiger counter. It’s “rehab radioactivity” 
— part of a regular therapy program for stroke, head, 
and spinal cord patients that involves the use of the 
hospital’s Amateur Radio station. 

“It’s a type of therapy that has applications for many 
different kinds of patients,’”’ said April Moell, St. Jude 
Director of Occupational Therapy. An Amateur Radio 
operator herself, April conducts the radio sessions, 
which last about two hours every Friday morning. 

“It helps our rehab patients interact by providing a 
‘safe,’ early opportunity for them to try newly acquired 
speech, language, and sometimes, socialization skills.” 
Many patients are very self-conscious as they first strug- 
gle to regain these skills. Talking to a person on the radio 
reduces patients’ self-awareness because there isn’t 
anyone “‘staring or looking at them.” “It’s also valuable,” 
April noted, “for our patients to see and hear how other 
folks are coming along in their therapy programs.” 

For the rehab patients, there’s “tremendous rein- 
forcement when the guy at the other end says ‘Hi! I can 
hear you loud and clear in Kentucky!’” April empha- 
sized. The radio sessions frequently become “good moti- 
vators for patients to overcome any hesitancy in using or 
practicing new skills.” 

Use of Amateur Radio also helps St. Jude patients — 
especially -those who have suffered strokes — orient 
themselves to time and place. Being able to tell someone 
in New Jersey about where they live in California or what 
they’re doing at St. Jude “seems to stimulate the patient’s 
sense of the present,” April observed. 

Even patients who aren’t quite ready to talk on the 
radio are able to participate in the program. Some come 
to sessions just to listen because it’s ‘valuable for them to 
hear the other patients react and tell their stories,” April 
explained. Other patients help stamp and fill out the 


WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE AMATEUR 
RADIO SERVICE? Contact Perry Williams, ARRL’s 


Washington Area Coordinator, and arrange for a 
personal visit by calling (202) 296-9107. 


station’s QSL [post] cards, which are then mailed to each 
person contacted as a confirmation that they talked to 
the St. Jude ham radio station. As simple as this sounds, 
stamping cards is a good, sequential activity that helps 
the patient’s hand-eye coordination and tests his or her 
awareness for detecting mistakes. 

Do many patients go on to become Amateur Radio 
operators once they leave St. Jude? While it’s not the 
actual purpose of rehab radio, April said that she is 
always happy to provide information on equipment and 
licensure to patients who voice an interest in the hobby. 
“Actually,” she concluded, “‘one elderly lady who was a 
patient really summed up rehab radio for me. She said, 
‘You know April, | really like the radio ... it opens me up 
to the world.’” 


St. Jude Hospital’s Director of Occupational Therapy and ham radio 
operator April Moell turns the radio over to rehab patient Phyllis 
Rioppel during a rehab radio session. 


(photo by Mary Harnetiaux) 
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The recent crisis in Grenada focused nationwide 
attention on Amateur Radio. Amateur Radio operators 
all over the country opened their doors to news crews as 
it became apparent that there was a lack of information 
flow to and from the small island. For the American 
medical students studying in Grenada, and their families 
back home in the States, these were tension-filled times. 
Amateurs all across the nation provided health and wel- 
fare messages to and from worried friends and relatives 
of students in Grenada. 

Mark Barettella, American, ham radio operator and 
medical student at St. Georges University in Grenada, 
provided emergency communications between the 
island and the rest of the world via Amateur Radio. 
Barettella was for some time the sole non-military source 
of information from Grenada. 

Radio amateurs throughout the world have tradition- 
ally provided valuable public assistance during disasters 
for decades. On November 2, Senator Barry Goldwater 
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made a special commendation for Amateur Radio oper- 
ators on the Senate floor, particularly to those who ren- 
dered communications assistance during the Grenada 
rescue. Senator Goldwater said: 

Ham radio operators provided a great service, not 
only to their government, but also to the people of 
the United States. Like hams that have gone before 
them, they have a tradition of service in times of 
local and national emergencies. 

| think it is fitting today that we should honor 
these amateurs, and the Amateur Radio commun- 
ity in general, for also being a part of the finest 
traditions of this country. They are a national 
resource that we should appreciate. 

It seems ironic that it took an international crisis to 
spark national realization that Amateur Radio is notjusta 
hobby, but can be a valuable international resource 
“when the chips are down.” 
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